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BRITISH LKOATIOK, 
UQSROVlA, LIBERIA. 

’’AY SO 11926. 




























iJ«8x L*ia/ XK>n»thy f 

I have received your letter of the 26th 
oltiun together with its enolocures, i have ears- 
fully read the interview in the "Bally Express" 
of the 22nd ultimo will oh roved Ur firoeeelhuye t#> 
write to you, and that in the "Belly ;?ail" of tlie 
saj/e date which appears to liave caused annoys jicc 
tj utners. u.iaidorin.; the kngus propensity of 
Journalists end editors to reproduce only ouoh 
portion* of an interview a* ie likely to Interest 
their roadore i f«ii to eee the grounds on whioh 
c:u)Qptlon ie token to .nnt you are reported to 
iiave said. 

I have eeen the j resident end the 
"eoretary of state and have disouened the quoet- 
ior* fully wit-i tl.ua. They both understand your 


position and asked me to tall you that they had 
?Viry confidence that you > ould keep y ■m- pi _.*» 
iaise not to write offeneively about Liberia 
and that only signed ortlolee or a book published 
by you would convince then of the oontrary. 



















:r Barclay told me that this very 
question of cannibalism had got hi^ i n t 0 ft 
predicament similar to yours with an interviewer 
c0:,e y«uw ngo. He was asked whether the habit 
or praotiee wus prevalent in Liberia and on 
replying in the affirmative was asked further what 
jic attribute, it to. ”<s replied that it scored 
to him a "form of epicureanism". u« said many 


other 






other things About Liberia which he was anxious 
to noe in print hut only a treatise on emmlbal- 
ins appeared the no;ct dqy under the loading 

'cannibal i*;- is spidurcjjaSsn in Libtrit. • He 
V.er: f ore t j ?. / ?y»p a t il i? <s 3 with you * 

T>n president 'fan soccihat inclined te stake 

a floe dietinetlxi hotwem cuani&alinr* oud 
cannibalise cleirth& that theism is only pro- 
. criy i*~ j-licablo prhtn Juhta flenh la consumed 
for tie pur <r Via pengo of hunger 

• i 

hut not when. It to used f:>r fatlsh purposes* 

St admitted that } s het hr*d a number of men 


h a n ged for the prettied^ vtmtevo 1* its nam* and 
i!iut at r re eon t there are two Liboriann in gaol 
here accused of hat lug eaten the hearts of 


children at the instance of their nodical 
adviser eLo thought it Ight improve their health 


« 


I vendor tiidther hr areesolhuys intends to make 


the same dt :' 4 *xctloji -<Cion ^ denies roundly the 
^xlsteneo of cannibal Isa in Liberia* 

l t-lco if;o’ to as;, a 'ford about the 'hospit¬ 
ality* you ytcslTod hors uid in return for which. 


.1- epp— jtc, you are ts^-ected to act as Liberian 
propa^t .Ja :igcat. .tri^ 'on to Tialt the country 
can hardly he coiled hospitality and you paid for 
your mm sxpeAa<?e, It* ir» true a ball v/ao given 
*in your honmur by the : resident* But the foots 
of the case are that the Liberians hud taken 
offence because t had act invited any of then to 
meet the fponioh Governor General of Fernando Po 
rhioh Z li*d omitted beoeuae court mourning for 
'ueen Alexandra prevented me fro a giving an 
offieiej. i-uoa^tlon In consultation xitU .x 








Barclay i therefore seised the opportunity of your 
presence to giro a reception •'in your honour' in 

order to show that Liberians ora welcome at my 

* 

house. The lresident'a ball wee given In return 

a 

thereto and was therefore a court coy shown to m 
and not in reality to you# 

X an not prepared to 11 read 11 your chapter 
ou Liberia if f^r no other reaeon because that would 
imply my undertaking responsibility for what I 
did not delete or alter# Kor am i prepared to submit 
it to any Liberian# You are not their paid press 
agent and a* long as you giro truthful impression® 
in a friendly manor they cannot oamploin, 

1 enclose a copy of this letter for trans» 
mission to Ur areooelhuy® if you think fit. 

Yours very Sincerely. 

Lady Dorothy lills 
91 "^sury street t 
London S.™, 1 . 


SOBERTT SMAULfiOftfia. 
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91, Ebury Street, 

London, S.W, 

April 26th 1926. 


H.B.M. Charge d»Affaires, 
MONROVIA. 


My dear Mr. Smallbones, 

The enclosed correspondence will more or less explain 
itself to you and I am sending it you with a little more detail \ 
as I am more distressed and disgusted than I can say at the 
monstrous and untrue turn our newspapers have given to my accounts 
of Liberia.and if the subject should arise in Monrovia I should be 
obliged if you will give it and this letter all possible publicity. 

I should like to emphasise the stress I laid in all my 
interviews on the lack of all connection between the Amerlco- 
Liberians and the aboriginal natives of the upcountry bush. I 
requested each Individual reporter to make a special*point of 
this, discussing in eulogistic detail the social and Intellectual 
development of the country,and expressing my gratitude for the 
kindness and hospitality I received, and Y have ascertained that 
the majority did so In making up their "copy". I also gave much 
interesting Information concerning the interior - flora, fauna, 
superstitions, customs, work, etc. All this was omitted in print 
and my brief account of the Human Leopard S C oeity was siezed upon 
by a Press that battens on sensation. "EAPX’s daughter among 
Cannibals Is about the intellectual limit of present day journalism 

As a result of these misstatements I have been attacked 
by a variety of persons some worth consideration, some not. I 
, happen to know that several responsible people have written in my 

support in the papers.but these letters have not been printed. , f, 
I have personally visited a number of newspaper offices and have 
elicitated a personal apology but no more, and I am aware that 
this Is not much use, hor4 does It publicly, or to my own satis¬ 
faction, exonerate me from the apparent and odious charge of 
f having broken faith with the people for whom I have a sincere/ 

respect and who showed me infinite kindness, and also with English 
and Americans who sponsored and helped me. 7[ 



I have had a quantity of articles commissioned by 
various journals on the subject of my travels in Liberia. These 
and a paper that I broadcasted on the Wireless a few nights ago 
should do a good deal to prove my good faith and to counteract 
these damnable imis-statements; my book which come 3 out in the 
early Autumn will do so once and for all. 

The latter is mainly cm the interior on lines such as 
I have described above in connection with my genuine interview, 
plus my own personal adventures. The first 6,000 words - a 
chapter entitled "Monrovia and the Liberians" I propose to send 
to you as soon as ready and if you think fit I should be glad 
if you would show it to any Liberian official who may care to 
see it, and I am prepared to delete any portion of it that may 
not meet with his or your approval. 

Forgive my writing to you at this length, but I feel 
more strongly thatn I can express on the subject, and am most 
anxious not to be misjeKlged by the Liberians before I have been 
given time to vindicate myself, which I am confident of doing 
very shortly. 

With kindest regards. 


Yours sincerely. 



P.S. Enclosed Is the paragraph that prompted Mr, Dresselhuys* 
letter, and one or two others, out of several hundreds which 
show the type of report that nas given me and others grave 
anqytoance. My replies, almost without exception, have been 
curtailed and twisted. 





(COPYO 


91, Ebury Street, 




London, S.W. 


April 23rd 1926. 


Dear Mr. Dre3selhuys, 


Very many thanks for your yesterday's letter, but 
I am surprised and very much regret that you have judged me 
so hastily by those criminally Incorrect reports In the 
Evening Standard and in a minor degree probably In other 
papers, as you must surely know how conclencele 3 s newspapers 
are when trying to produce a striking "story". 

I made a special point - and my husband will 
corroborate what I say,-I dflH 1; of differentiating and re¬ 
questing my interviewers to differentiate in print between 
the civilised idea of the Coast of whom and of whose infinite 
hospitality and assistance I gave a glowing description 
and the bush natives of the hinterland,when speaking ofmv 
experiences in both places. To the former, being less 
sensational, they have omitted all reference, though in 
each interview I reiterated this pointy they have distorted 
and exaggerated the latter. 


You will remember my telling you that I suffered 
from the same annyoance on my Haiti trip, and I am just as 
annoyed about it as you are for I have warm recollections of 
the Liberians who in Monrovia and also the up country officials 
gave me such a wonderful time. I do not blame the reporters * 
so much^as the sub-editors who blue pencil what does not 
interest them. I am getting in touch with the latter one 
by one to demand an apology. If any Liberian, here or in 
Liberia, should mention the matter to you I should be obliged 
1 * you will show him this letter. 3EJ6XW!I Y tsssiclxtlttiikxfflf 

Personally I am } 

sending a copy cf it to our Charge d*Affaires at Monrovia. 


■f 






In any case I think my book of which I an sending the 
first copy on publication in the Autumn to President King, 
besides other various Liberian officials will adequately vindi¬ 
cate me • A. 


Incidentally I should like to point out that cannibalism 
as represented by the Human Leopard Society does still exist in 
a large portion of the Liberian Hinterland, the eastern recently 
subdued and less settled which I do not think you visited. Every 
Liberian district Commissioner, Assistant District Commissioner 
and Stationmaster with whom I stayed (and whose names and posts 
I can give if retired) from the llano country to the neighbourhood 
of the Upper Cavally River, spoke of and showed me proof and spoke 
of their difficulties In dealing with it, I have stayed In the same 
compounds as just caught convicts and latter discussed the subject 
with President King, Mr. Barclay, Secretary of State, and others. 

hi 

But this does not, I am fully aware, palliate grave 
annoyance of these newspaper Inaccuracies that I regret Inex¬ 
pressibly and am doing my best to rectify. 


Yours sincerely, 

(SIGNED) DOROTHY MILLS. 


If you wouTd care to go into this matter more fully, I should 
be very pleased If you will ring me up any morning between 
11 and 12. 






(COPY) 


THE LIBERIAN LEGATION 
9, GLOUCESTER SQUARE, 
LONDON, W. 


April 22nd 1926. 


Dear Lady Dorothy, 

I saw in the papers that you have returned to 
England and hope that you enjoyed your trip to Liberia. 

I was sobry indeed to see In the early editions 

A 

of to-day's Evening Standard (It was left out of the later 
editions) and also In yesterday's editions of the same paper, 
that during the interview you gave the reporter of that 
newspaper you gave him to understand that Liberia Is ”a 
country peopled entirely by cannibals.” I, with others who 
have travelled extensively In Liberia, can however assure you 
that cannibalism does not exist there to-day. 

I should be glad If on future occasions you could 
omit these indelicate and false criticisms, as they can only 
create unnecessary annoyance to the people, whose hospitality 
you enjoyed. 

Believe me. 


Sincerely yours, 

(Signed) C. DRESSELHUYS. 


The Lady Dorothy Mills, 
Ebury Street, S.W.l. 
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WEST AFRICA 


LAIJV DOROTHY MILLS’S LIBERIAN 
JOURNEY, 

1HC COUNTRY'S ** SUPERB RESOURCES 

Several article* have appeared in Loudon news¬ 
papers during the last week or so attributing to Lad} 
Dorothy Mills, who bios just returned from a journey 
thrrmrli pails of Ijbtriaj seiiSAlional si ate met) Is tt*gard- 
jng tilt practice of c&iuubalism, etc.,, itt the remoter parts 
of that republic. With the object of hearing from Lath 
l imntbv herself her considered account of her journey, a 
repri sentmtive of WEST Africa called upon her, and she 
communicated the following remarks. In view of them 
we refrain from publishing several letters addressed lo 
us bv correspondents, who will no doubt prefer to read 
i lie travel It r Is considered report before commenting upon 
it. Ladv Dorothy Raid 

■* 1 owt -i considerable debt of gratitude to the Liberian 
Government, whose cordiality and whole-hearted asrisL 
rmcc made jwssiblc one of the most interest mg joum c v s i 
have undertaken. For writers are not over-popular in 
Liberia, to which country and to whose people the majority 
havt done far less than justice, and permit* to travel tip 
couutrv arc not too. easily obtained. My trip, which 
lasted just seven weeks, started at Monrovia at the end 
01 lanunrv, taking me up to the confines of French 
Guinea, and by a long detour that finally skirled the 
Uory Coast, down the Cavally River to the sea at Cape 
Palmas. 

■' The first 10 days of my route ran through the country 
of the Pessis, a large and important tribe, who for 12 
years or so have been well under the control of the 
Liberian Government. Each village, by order of the 
!alter, is* busily employed in road-making* and these 
load-, when joined up and bridged at the numerous 
rivers and ciceks. will join Monrovia to the remote hinter¬ 
land ;it SaiiuquelMi, and do infinite service in the general 
epening up of* and to the commercial possibilities 01, 
Liberia. For Liberia is a country of superb resources, 
and with its equable, up-country climate, and diffused 
rainfall, then. L little that it cannot grow. Wild 
rubber abounds e\cry where, and ft coilsiclcTJibSc area ;s 
under cu III vat ion and producing good crops at Mount 
Barclay, under the auspices of the Firestone Company, 
concerning whose ultimate activities speculation 011 the 
Coast is rife. 

,J I travelled by hnmmncfc when practicable, otherwise 
on i with two permanent personal servants and an in¬ 
terpreter For rav hammock and 12 loads 1 had to re¬ 
quisition carriers from the chief of each town at the rate 
of one shilling a head mid their food per day ; the latter 
were not always easy tu obtain and still harder to keep. 
At night 1 slept in the Native lints, except when lucky 
eisuiigli to strike the headquarters of some District* m 
Wstant District Commissioner, when a rest-house was 
platcd at tnv disjKYs.il. The huts were on the whole cleat) 
and s • ■ t iiucrimforlahlc, though sometimes over-populous 
with tab. cockroaches, and other small fauna. For all 
seenerv one had two soli) 1 walls of tank, vivid green, with 
rare I v an open space. AH round the dense bush was so 
alive with every kind of writ! animal, from elephant and 
pigmy hippo to snakes and monkeys, that unfortunately 
the racket made hv out 1 little caravan in travelling pre 
vented one from seeing much of* and the flowers, and 
especially the butterflies, were almost itnludicvably bril¬ 
liant and beautiful, 

11 As to mv being in a country where cannibalism \< 
alleged to bo practised, it U hanllv necessary for me b 
say that l did not actnally see it practised* What I can 
titul do >.iv is that in the North-cost, across the Maui 
River, among the Mann, Cdo, and other tribes, T found 
itiyielf uimmg u people who arc called by their neigh- 
l^tiiis 1 human leopards,' and are said to form <1 secret 
society which gratifies a morbid taste tor human flesh. 
The Liberian Government U making strong and often 
successful efforts to stamp it out, hut it is asserted that 
in the more remote places It still lingers, as in some other 
individual cases in West Africa, and in the same com¬ 
pound as myself at the headquarters of various Liberian 
official-., at Sunoquclleh, Tappi, Teliicn, etc., were 
generally h*l ged a niimlxr of ‘ leopard 1 prisoners doing 
a life Sentence* some of them recent acquisitions. Ihi 

latter were unperturbed and even gpiy, and used to about 

a chrerv greeting as* lu.-avily chained, they passed my 
quarters, or begged aiv for tobacco. 


They are a fine looking people, these alleged 
anthropophagous tribe's—tall and upstanding, with front 
teeth filed to long points* wearing a profusion of uictnl 
anklets mid bracelets* and necklaces of leopard's teeth 
and claws. Their ceremonial kit when on alleged human 
sacrifice bent, of which kit I have one ot two fragments, 
imitates as closely as possible the animal from which they 
take their name, even to long iron claws on tlieir hands. 

In everyday life they have a passion for musk iml 
dancing and my progress front village to village was 
usually accompanied by a complete orchestra of tom¬ 
toms and other instruments, and a corps dc ballet whose 
mat 11 cost 11 uiC was a huge spreading head-dress of monkey 
far. They were cheery and obliging souls, and made ex¬ 
cel lent carriers. „ 

li The psychology or their alleged anthropological 
tendencies is incomprehensible, since it appears to haw 
no symbolic significance, anti the country abounds with 
every kind of meat to be had for the trapping. Most 
pithily was it defined to me as 1 perverted epicureanism 1 
by an able and witty member of the Liberian Cabinet 
with whom later I discussed the subject. Hut the matter 
is one of worried and conscientious endeavour on the part 
of the uyvcountrv officials, of whose enterprise and ability , 
as well as of whose infinite hospitality and generous 
assistance to my self, I cannot speak too highly. U is, 
ill fact, surprising what progress the Government has 
wade in most places, in such a comparatively short space 
of time, in the civilisation of such very raw material. 

vi Of the redoubtable 1 Devil bush.’ of whose penalties 
fur inquisitive outsiders 1 had heard so snitch, T sav\ 
imthfug T but heard a little; that is to say, at Nuanna I 
was permitted to hear Lite ‘devil' talking, in a high, 
falsetto voice, behind his barricade of palm leaves, while 
the village danced iti his honour. Even the great man 
graciously deigned to accept by proxy two chickens that 
l offered him. 

" In the far eastern district, about halfway back to the 
coast, travelling became more difficult. Paths were so 
narrow and so rough that in many places the hammock 
was out of tine question, a ml often, even on foot, one had 
to cut and brush aside every kind of thorny obstacle. 
The weather had, broken up with a tornado of thunder 
and continuous ruin every afternoon, so that for days at a 
time one's person and belongings were never dry ami 1 
was unlucky enough to go down with a bad goof malaria, 
plus a sprained utkie that 1 had no time to nurse, when 
vile id my hammock nun in a temper dropped me. This 
part of the country has been but recently subjugated by 
the Government ami the inhabitants arc no respecters of 
persons. Particularly they object to load-carrying and 
more than once after a wholesale desertion I was obliged 
to sleep out in the rain with no food atul no shelter 
but a rough hut of pa3m-leaves that 1 and my persona! 
and very devoted * boys 1 contrived to erect. 

** But the difficultjes I encountered in the hinterland 
of Liberia were no greater than in any other more or less 
out-of-the-way part of Africa, and were well repaid by 
the interest of a country of which so little hut hearsay 
is known to the outside world, that h.is been so often 
md so unkindly misrepresented, and by the wonderful 
reception given to me by the Liberians on ruy return to 
Monrovia. *' 
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LADY DOROTHY MILLS’S TROPHIES 

Lady Dorothy Mills, daughter of the Earl of Orford, with trophies from 
Liberia, where she visited previously unexplored tracts of country 
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EARL’S DAUGHTER- 
EXPLORER. 

HER STORIES OF SEVEN WEEKS 
AMONG CANNi HALS. 

FIRST WHITE WOMAN. 

PRESIDENT GIVES A BALL U 
HER HONOUR. 

, , - a ' I - v Dumthy Milts, the E»r! of Or ford’; 
t .iughter anti wife of Captain Arthur Mills 
! ;: ,s J ust reitimcil from one of her many cx Pe . 

“. 1,1 “ ns to unknown trai ls of the Dark Con. 
tmcnL 

Dorothy i s nttcr completely happy 
unless, wandering-, „> company with her 

,m , :' c wskirts Oi civilisation. 

" er her led a wandering fife- 
anil's Fiji and fightin-* in 

among oUht things— 

*imi took hj* yonij: 
daughter with him 
during mu Hi of hi* 
iioiiGithc ^istesce. 

Captain Mills is a No 
ft great traveller, a nd * 

jt’iir SA'ldoirt 

without a journey to 
some tar corner of the 
earth. 

" This time,” La.lv 
told the 

" iPiuug Standard 
tO'ffaj, " I have bwu 
t> LiWiii. During tfie 

n ke of my st av 
in Hupublkr "j 


helping t< 
l he Turkish anny. 


M 






m 


s r ; L , . ' - - - ■ Lilly Dorothy Mins. 

» h-t P ‘ r ' # . of lhe hinterland where no 

before. ® r WbU * *' mM 1,a * •«* b«» 

' Thy country i, not interesting. but the 
They *r*«,nni bate, J % eiTl} ^ 

!>lc Jt is belieVed, are «.n,» of (he rites 

a? th * ** 8*5 

M et Through lor Days. 

i,idd s :i? 1, f .:>r ey *“ aot ’ «» <*6*, 

'“t ' jS ‘ JlMt °re I had t., face a abort- 

i* , P" 1 * and it was always 

ujuMurt to tint! carriers, * 

atn.^ ill-**?.*'“ lr,, P«.al storms. I 
struck tac nun, a„d f or d ,j 9 f wlls Mver dry, 

ruth the wan t I hod on attack of fever. 7 

n "’ t oJ , th ,° “u** 1 >oi]Hirtajit («\>ple in the 
country. mdndin s the Prcsufcn—a very 
sn|« r„ir .nan mdeed. |J C gavc wonderful (mil 
in my honour in bis own house. There were 
^m^^umdred |w>ij,!e )*oth bit* 
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ACROSS LIBERIA. 

DOROTHY MILLS AND^ 
LEIGHTONS LEXTER. 

PROM LADY DOROIHY MILLS, 

To tKo Editor of « Tito Daily Mail.' 

Sir—1 have >read with interest Mr. 
Leonard Leiden’s letter in your Satur¬ 
day's issue t5Sii»S the journey of him- 
seh and his wife across Liberia to Lie 
*• French bdhmmry. . . 

Personally, j/have laid no datolJto 
Peing the first white woman to reach the 
‘French bt^ndary/’ merely the first to 
reach it at ts remotest points. 

The term " French boundary is ex- 
t: cnn lv vague, since the Vwiw'A cy : nu ' 3 
of French Guinea and Ivory Goast en¬ 
circle the greater part of Liberia right 
down to the coast line at Gnpe Palmas. 

I have spoken with Mr. Leighton. ^ho 
tells me that, leaving the coast at feinoe, 
he and his wife proceeded to the trench 
boundary at Baquiebli, on the Cava y 
Hiver, which route, of something oyer 
100 mites, passes through the countries 
of the Grebos and the Kroos, the most 
advanced and civilised of the Libei i an 
tribes, nevertheless a considerable and 
-porting undertaking in those early and 

unsettled days. . . , 

I passed through this district on my 
way south to Cape Palmas during the 
last week of my trip wnen I had left the 
Human Leopard Society quite fifty mile- 

behind , * 

Mv own trip, (which 1 owe to the kind- 

J „«l assistance of the Uwm 
Government, starting at Momovia, that 
covered some 500 miles, took me thiougn 
the extreme hinterland, where I 
repeatedly told that no white-woman, 
and in many places no whim man. had 
ever passed/ Dohothy Mills. 

91. Ebury-street, SAN. 
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SHIPPING INTELLIGENCE. 

(From Lloyd's*—-Sunday Atr.d *.5.) 
•Anti V iter Liverpool) left Plymouth 24 . 
•ADRIATIC (lor Liverpool) loft 
ALVI NIA (for Montreal) Wt " 
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AN EARL’S DAUGHTER AMONG CANNIBALS. 


ORGIES OF 

HUMAN 

LEOPARDS. 

'LADY D, MILLS TELLS 
OF CANNIBAL 
MENUS. 


WIVES SI 2 EACH. 


Lidr u+oinj Mpii*. 


L aic, ikihoj hv Xiiu ..Li^um of 
ill" tail of Orfurd. returned to t«ou- 
Idoii yesterday from Liberia, after wan. 
|’l fin, i regions of that ruinin' that 

lhave weyisp boon 
explored by while 
n i ism or woman. 

" l stayed night 
weeks in Litarla/' 
so ill Lady Dorolhy 
10 ft " Dally Ex¬ 
press'* i pm cum- 
11vo, ■' right *vt!n 
thac were cbCKk 
full of in tore*! mui 
ud Veal lire, 3 vtsU-.il 
par^f it* . butler* 

Ifli IP wh , HQ 

Eijr<rppan leas ever 
j> titrated. 

,+ Most of iho lime 
I travelled M| n 
hammock. v.liicli 0 IK‘ of Hi,. iimm un¬ 
comfortable vehicles tinagin il>1 . The 
carrier* are im.dty hijsti people, win 
halo Europerti^, nniJ who, when tired, 
arc apt h> throw you down violently . n 

Hi yrmnnl. ..a-i. u ih-. y threw 

in- 'town *-n .roughly ban 1 spraju ut my 
ankle, 

" For more tiisin a month t ||vv,l m 
Um midst of eantsibalr. ami learned all 
about Hue Jr rites and ceremonies, esped- 
ally How tic Human Leopard Society 

earrtf* t»n, 

" flu- Human 3.*• i■ ]• ■,, rf >• , , ly j„ a 

cannibal Mgainsation, whosr members 
are >caihuvd in (he many vUJuge.s of the 
hinterland. They appear harinlvvs. and, 
m foil, tuvut fairly Utv-abtiHng 
'■Tiny diMipp.m. howevvr, til mated 
jTj.-ervx»in 1 and go off m tlui lnnh. whore 
liny put on th" Wvirihwl nf v, i Imugf- 
iwbtr. seuuetbang Hint r« Sflitible* a 
It oprutl skin Midi h nj. Iron ulaw-, Tim* 
aepoutrcdj, rh y tie m wait for (heir 
vleUmn, on whom they iirntnco whh 
wifii cr.'es and „-muiv* iim ui>o iho 
leopard. 

HITTER. 

I’be orgy IftM' 4 .hi . nr fum il:t> ■»_ 
U i .i: IK is cv t Ihr !.* i i « ili stii,] th, r 
lime* and return to the comparative ! 
civlntatlon nf the village, 1 ' 

IjiiJ.v HornlTiy Mills Muled iImt imsli | 
Ofi.'HhnL did not iirnmfly like -niliijg n 
'viitmn, a** ihvy found h r flesh loo 
bitter, 

“The human thigh is the best did!- 
thf-Y” >h -Jild: ”H if usually reserved 
for the chief, v yotjfh of fourteen lo 

flfiiv-n y, ar- i- th I i n! food. 

'■Th- L opard S^lriy n ]-u, practises 

miUlt- . - . Ha prey, mill I 

- 1* 

-I-' g-- i 

Ihig 
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LADY DOROTHY MILLS 

REPLIES TO A CRITIC. 

* 

fcjj "• May. J : - <i ntof the I’nion 
udents of African Descant, a 
sowy ot coloured students in London 
writes to protest against a statement 
made by Lady DoroUly Mills in an 'in¬ 
terview published in the “Daily Ex¬ 
press” of ‘April 22 , that cannibalism 
ex.sts in Liberia. 

c i)i lIcnt the old, hackneyed 
stories of c&tmibeti&m,'* be writes 
Lady Dorothy Mills goes on to make 
..ie prep sterous statement that the 
Liberian women, like other women of 
i.ie Dark Continent, are ‘nothing better 
than beasts of burden and are of fa 
morality.' 

Cannibalism h&s not been proved in 
any part of West Africa, and I dial- 
lenge her ;° verify her statements.” 

•,, ^* v Do l' olbv M to whom the let- 
!' rcnvJ by a "Daily Express” 

pr^emativo yesterday .maintained 
iLiat hoi si ailments were correct. 


D 


:r 


SENT TO PRISON. 

“Obviously i have ben ^aken to 
;mraii that all the people V Liberia 
cannibals,’* she ©aid. "Actually 
F meant nothing of the sort; but away 
mat,d. far from tfte civilised coast por. 
t.ons, cannibalism does exist, i have 

h?inl sentei \p ed t0 - imprisonment 
members, of the Leopard 

P ractJsi »ff cannibalism. 
h,t, r^ Ibld members of the Ube- 

h^l™ men ? told nie th at difficulty 
was being experienced in putting down 

the practice, so inaccessible a^e the YU- 
lages of the hinterland. ' U 

"It was to the women of tho hinier- 
].^? d ^ int i referring also. Tbev 
ed as my porters on occasion while 

1 . /V, I ‘ s V a 2 <s ir,Ied away the day. 
lhe fitld5 * and my reference 
W8 f, t0 d0 with the ease 
WitI) "h.ch a wife can be purchased.” 

36’ YEARS AX M.P. ' 
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Telephone, City 20 


LADY DOROTHY 
MILLS. 

REPLY TO CRITIC OF HER TRAVEL 
NARRATIVE, 

LIBERIA CANNIBALS. 

14 There is no doubt whatever about can¬ 
nibalism in Liberia/' Lady Dorothy Mills, 
the explorer, told ihc " Evening Standard' 1 
to-day, discussing the statement of Mr. 
Leonard Leighton, a West African produce 
merchant, that during four years’ residence 
in Liberia he ** never heard of the drastic 
cannibalistic tendencies apparently attributed 
to the Liberians by Lady Dorothy/ 1 

“ 1 found evidences of cannibalism in the 
Interior/* said Lady Dorothy, '* which is a very 
differenr place from the civilised coast, 

41 LEOPARD ” PRISONERS. 

99 I discussed the matter with Government 
officials in the interior, and actually afcw 
' leopard 1 prisoners, that is, prisoners arrested 
for cannibalism, during the previous two or 
three days* 

11 When I got back to the coast I discussed 
the matter again with President King and the 
Secretary of State, Educated Liberian 1 ?—and 
there are 10,000 of them on the eoa*t, of Ameri¬ 
can origin, totally different from the wild bush 
men of the interior—are working hard to 
civil ire the country, J with sikw^ 

94 The whole country must not be regarded 
as cannibalistic. Remember there is a Liberian 
Minister in f-ondoo. 

The First White Woman, 

Liberia is quite big enough for Mr, Leigh¬ 
ton and myself/* added Lady Dorothy, refer* 
iug to Mr, Knighton's claim that bis wife and 
not Lady Dorothy was the fir&t white woman to 
penetrate Liberia to the French frontier. 

Mr, Leighton says that he and his wife accom¬ 
plished the journey to the frontier eighteen 
years ago. 

Bi I only know that every chief on my rente 
told me that I was the first white woman to 
appear there/ 1 explained Lady Dorothy. 

HER ONLY CLAIM, 

ff Mr. Leighton does not say what point of the 
frontier he reached nr which route he followed! 
but the only claim 1 ever made was that in some 
of the parts I visited no white person had ever 
been seen before, according to the natives them, 
selves/* 

Lady Dorot! y is the daughter of the Ear) of 
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BER STATEMENTS CHALLENGED. 

Mr. Leonard Leig'hton, u product* 
buyer in West Africa since 190b, 

Bush-lane, Can non-street, E.C., av. 

to The Daily Mail challenging state¬ 
ments made to a Daily Mail reporter by 
Lady Dorothy Mills, daughter of the 
Ead of Orford, in describing her ad¬ 
ventures in the interior of Liberia, the 
biaek republic on the West Coast of 
Airier.. 

. L ^y Dorothy, in a report published 
In Ike Daily Mali on Thursday, said 
the 

T^ri5 Dot on lx. the first whi te woman to 
oross Liberia up to the French frontier, 
hut that, in mam- parts, ehe wai actually 
tlie hrst white person of any kind the 
natives had ever ^t>n. 

For about five «e.*ks she travelled 
tlirough countrv peopled entirely by can- 
ijibals, who dislike all fie&li except human 
fleshy 

In challenging these statements, Mr. 
Leighton writes : 

In T hr Daily If a if on Thursday I see it 
i« stated that l ady Dorothy Mills ff is the 
first while woman to cros? Liberia up lo 
tb« French frontier/ 1 Thu is not accu¬ 
rate, my wife, who crossed Liberia in 
19n8, claims that distinction* 

She accompanies] me from the lifFe 
Liberian port of Sition on March 5, 1808. 
• n *i we arrived at our destination, on the 
x rench frontier, towards the end*of April 
IPGS. We lived there for some eighteen 
months, and I myself have resided in 
Iiib^ia for nearly four year® altogether, 
tbat period 1 never heard of the 
d t^^jc ca n nih:i 1 tat ic tendencies a ppa- 
rentiy attributed to them b? Lady 
Dorothy Mills. 7 ^ 

Accompanying Mr. Leighton** letter is 
a copy o* the London Evening Sewn of 
August 13. 19)0, which contains an ae- 1 
^ :~s. Lr icI;I ' ■ ; /- j o ur :u y . 
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ENGLISHWOMAN 

AMONG 

CANNIBALS. 

FIRST WHITE PERSON 
seen by Natives. 


LADY DOROTHY MILLS'S 
adventures. 




Lady Dorothy Milt*. tfft-'.hier of th* 
L ir | Of ford, whose previous travel* 

h 4 vo taken her to iiu'ti out-of-the-way 
pln.-'iv n.- lunbuch .i ■ did Km • ■ - 1 
relumed to London yeatMdijq 
too r n i a g 

from a 
7‘wccks' 
journey in 
tlio mVner 
of Liberia. 

Mio black 
republic on 
X ii e We*t 
Coast of 
Africa* 

Lujy Dor¬ 
othy told a 
iMifp AJfm'J 
r^porici 
that a h e 

w a a not jSa ® ** 
only Oie LR4y Dorothy MlUa. 
flirt while 

woman to tree- liber i& tp to llift French 
Bonier but that* in many parts* she 
vradBlnaLly the first while person of 
luiyjnpd Lhi- r.ativo- had ever 
i-or obo^t five u-vk* .did travelled 

Uirongb country pimpled entirety by nu> 
nlhois who dislike all dc*h except 

human flesh. 

'* THE HUMAN LEOPARDS." 

The interior of Liberia, Lady Dorothy 
Htuted. if dominated by “ terrible society 
called “ Tho Ifuu. n Leopards. - " It » a 
secret cannibal society and fh 1 members 

M .1 :Lu su-wlvt-p u p W W'tis■ ''• I ,;i 1 a'- 
jhev nut on their bucko wicker-work, 
tbroueli whUh Utoir natural black 
phow* with the effect of leopard tpWi 
They pamt their cheate white, they wear 
iron claw# on their bands, mid lliey W&M 
taLo tlio orwHinff gusturea and &*] 
growl* of wild bea^i ?. % 

The member* of llii* society lie in wait 
icr wanderer:- and t :ilce them "ft to bu 
und eaten. Nor me Huey above 
devouring their do&t*t telai3ve 5 —a ImS- 
build i s i r wife, or a mother her child, 
Udy Dorothy VIvivJ among people 
many at whom wore arreted lor sii-li 
Crimea, 

The whole of Mtarift. npurt from a 
i di.p :d«np too W 1 '*} 
virgin forest, wifbtHli with orchid* and 
tropknl butterflies* very dump, hot- am 
Mtbiei-l to thnndlemtcni^ IhC’*- forest* 
.... ‘ tear* : h d !-■:■. ii ti uW I, Ah-, mid, 
in. the wordi of T.ftdy Dorothy wulkirm 
through tiieso lor^ri. r 'Ike v dhing 
itivoufh tlii JioUea* hou*- at bow, 

NATIVES TERRIFIED. 

I- ,!■• days on end My Dhrothy 
avareely saw the iky. Sometimes *he| 
faiiipod Din in the foretd. Aountinic* Ui 

unlive riJUMfea, und altugeiber alia 
walked, or wa* carried iit R ham mock 
l,v ni'lsvi" earlier-. a distance of lUKjut 
jlfr mite. Many of the iif» f 
kmhnl nt the Mtfbt of a white ipfinn 
ntvl fled iuio ilit- hn»h at her approaHi. 

but she never jii any way molested. 

A black cook, it bh.ek Hrwatd. atid n! 
bUck Intcipn ler-gnwlt: (wim could only 

ft t«r without glut' • - m til- dark) rcvuuj- 
paiiled her throng li-ul tin? \\U>u 

UhitCUL'V. 
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** I do not claim to have been 
ii r.st person to cross the 


ountrv 

O.M < 


the iii-st person to cross 
French frontier of Liberia, but I 
■ jo say that* lit the point of the French 
frontier whore I did cross,. I was the 
first white woKifUl won by the ir.diyeh- 
e<us natives th^re, and probably the llrst 
white ;-ergon to have crowed there.” 

Lady Dorothy Mills, w !jo is broadcast’ 
lug from ULO to-night* jriive thin exp Sa¬ 
tiation Eo itf! Eiwnrrg JYctftl representa¬ 
tive iq-day when flaked to reply to Mr. 
LeonnrJ Leighton* a produce buyer in 
Wert Africa, whose place of business is 
in Cannon-street lie had challenged 
Lady Dorothy'* claim* i-tating rhftt his 
wife was Lie Grat white woman who 
crossed Liberia to the French frontier 
tit 10O&. 

He aL50 remarked that, although he 
bad liv.-d in Liberia four year*,, be had 
not heard of Uie cnumtHi Italic Send- 
endcs of natives who. bidy Dorothy 
si ah I. in some parts of t he • ountry *hc 

• is hod, disliked any flesh but human 
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A Different Route. 


" What Mr* Iwdgbton duims for hli 
wife is, l imagine, qaite true*” said 
Lady Dorothy Mills, " Ii must bo an¬ 
ti eying not to get the kudos one de- 
lerviS. 

" r should Dke to find out from Mr, 
Leighton exactly whftt route hta wifr* 
lock when she crossed over ihe French 
frontier of Liberia, 

" The area ihrough which I travelled* 
and in which I was constantly informed 
was peopled by natives who f^d on 
huimm ftath, -xtamJed from where tfo 
Liver Mono crosses the French Guinea 
front/er to Bhftrza, sOUth-er.rl, of tho 
Muon Elver. Apparently, therefore, 
Unu Ix’ighton must have crowed the 
French frontier within some othor area. 
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Can nib Vi Dressed si I.etnarJi. 


” fi runst be understood that these 
cannibal natives are entirely different 
from Lint Amcrico-Li bedim natives who 
liavh* settled alone tlio Atlantic ooasl. 
and of whom there arc about 10.00*. 
Those natives arc very Americanim-d 
and civil both and wore, during my stay 
in Lhopp dtai riels. extrnordlliaiily kind 
sud rourfoous to me and helped me enor¬ 
mously. 

"Mind you. It is nni etmn.ibi.!i*m prsc- 
trlieil in the way one ta inclined iq im¬ 
agine, The cannibal ire ready com- 
po^cd of a foeh iy. as it were, who dress* 
llic3nsrlv» ; i op as leopards and eat 
hum nil flesh. I hav^ actually stayed n 
the same compound as same of tfinn.” 

From the report* in Th* Evening 
.\>h"a of August 10, 1010, it would appear 
■ i 11 Mrs. Leightcii crossed Liberia in a 
straight line from flinoe to the Legally 
lUvef. which would, in. fact, support 
Ladv Dorothy"* explanation, itj iq far 
:<* life roiib llv= jii-s sou! Is of the area 
Iti which she heard cd the eaimibals. 
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In reply to your iiote of yesterday’s 
date requesting an interview for lady iiorothy 
**ills t 1 am directed by the Secretary of itate 
to say that he till be pleased to receive her 
Ladyship tomorrow morning at 10 o'clock. 

The decretory of bt&fce regrets that un 
iramediate interview with the president cannot be 
arranged owing to His Hxoellenoy’s illness* This 
matter will be taken up immedlately the lectors 
permit His Lxcellency to resume his engagements* 


I have the honour to be t 


dir 


Your obedient servant 



The British Jhargd d'affaires 
British legation. 


Monrovia* 









British legation 
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jLSth January i->25 # 


Tour j-iXceliuncyi - 

I have the honour to inform Your 
Excellency that Lady Dorothy Mills arrived this day 
at Monrovie.^he has boon furnished with & letter of 
introduction to Tour Excellency by the Liberian 
Uni star in London,which she would be glad to present 
to-morrowat morning if this is convenient,This l&dy lc 
staying in r house and I shall venture to accoaap ny Tar 

lo .. t l j DQp^iTtiBunti 


<. Lady Dorothy has also been furr.i.hed 
with r latter addressed to His Excellency the President 
end she would be gl d if the neces-ary arrang^ent could 
ou m tdu for her to be received by him *.b so an as n.y 
be convenient, 

I avail myself if this opportunity to convoy 

to You Excellency the assurance of my highest ootisUer tion 
and respect. 


I have the honour to be 
Your Excellency*s 

most oebdient Servant 


j3*> 


die Excellency 

the Secretary of state 
Monrovia* 





